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March, 1954, 


You will be interested in an outline statement in this issue of some of the new 


projects which the International Missionary Council is undertaking, 


These have come 


largely out of the Willingen Conference consultations, 


There are evidences of a new movement of Christian outgoing in every part of 
the world, in a gathering of strength and resources in the younger churches, and in 
the self-examination and readiness for change in the missionary enterprise, 


New Cooperative Projects Undertaken by the International Missionary 


Council for the Period Just Ahead 


zr. To Explore the Possibility of 
Forming International Inter- 
denominational Teams 


There are situations in which extreme 
nationalism is placing obstacles in the 
way of mission advance, ‘Suspicion exists 
in some countries that a national and 
denominational approach in the overseas 
mission may be imperialistic in design, 
Some missions are already seriously re- 
stricted in certain areas, Some missions 
lack the strength to carry the load which 
could be better performed in a coopera- 
tive enterprise. 

The IMC is asked to explore, in consul- 
tation with its member councils, the 
formation of international, inter-racial 
and interdenominational teams, composed 
of missionaries from both the younger 
and older churches, to undertake special 
frontier tasks, 


TI, To Study and Foster the Develop- 
ment of Programs for the Training 
in Christian Service of laymen in 
Secular Occupations Overseas 


There are larger numbers of western lay- 
men in overseas technical, diplomatic 
and commerical enterprises than ever 


‘before, 


They should take their Chris- 
tianity with them and give effective 
witness to it, Here is a vast untapped 
source of power for the evangelization 
of the world, The IMC is asked to make 
a study of how this force can be di- 
rected for Christian service in their 
non-missionary posts, and to collect and 
distribute information regarding signif- 
icant experiments, 


III, The Study of the Life and Growth 
of the Indigenous Churches in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America 


The main objective of this basic study 
is to come to an understanding of the 
fundamental nature of the indigenous 
Church:and its inner life. The problem 
is more theological than sociological, 
though the interaction of the two is 
recognized as important and must be 
taken into account, Extensive and val- 
vable studies have been made of the 
environmental conditions in which the 
younger churches grow, but these have not 
gone to the heart of the churches! ul- 
timate problems, The future of Church- 
Mission relationships must be deter- 
mined in the light of what is revealed 
in a deeper study of spiritual dynamic 
and the ways in which the varying 


ae 
cultural factors are met, : Bishop Stephen Neill; (2) Christian 
| Giving by the late Bishop Azariah of _ 
_ The study will be carried out on two Dornakal, South India; (3) The Christian 
_ levels Simultaneously: (A) Through wide- ag Citizen by Professor John C, Bennett, 
ly initiated group studies, in ample Union Theological Seminary, New York; 
_ samplings of typical church situations (4) Studying the Bible To-Day by the 
_ in many lands--the worship and witness Rev, D, T, Niles of Ceylon; (5) Religion 
of the church in its actual encounter and Science by Canon Charles Raven of _ 
with its cultural and religious environ- Britain, 
_ment, (B) Intensive case studies of 
_ selected Christian congregations repre- IV, The Exchange of Christian Leaders 
senting various stages of growth and Between the Older and Younger 
forms of church tradition, but seen as Churches 
the local church in its organic whole- 
ness, The study will not be super-imn- There are increasing demands for "“visit- 
posed from above, but will be undertaken ing professors" to teach for a time in 
by the churches themselves, It will also the theological colleges overseas in 
draw upon any reliable studies already Asia, Africa and elsewhere, Concur- 
being made and will enlist the coopera- rently there is no lack of highly qual- 
tion of other organizations, institutions ified Christian scholars in Britain, the 
and qualified individuals, Continent and North America who could 
render an important service when the 
IV, World Christian Books leaders of the younger churches as never 
. che Gain s2pr >: before are seeking for light on the basic 
In Asia, Africa and elsewhere there is a issues of faith and order, of life and 
ery for good basic Christian books, ‘The work, 
poverty of the libraries of Christian 
leaders in the younger churches was re- Again there is a growing desire that 
vealed in a survey made in early 1953, some younger church pastors and teach- 
The intellectual and spiritual resources ers from overseas shall be given the 
available in books are essential to opportunity of ministering to the older 
growth and effectiveness, The need is churches of the west by taking charge or 
for books dealing with the fundamentals assisting in the work of a local parish 
of the Christian faith and with major for a period or to lecture in institu- 
Christian life problems, books with tions, It would be salutary to have 
enough meat for the thoughtful, but those in the pews come to know inti- 
-short, simply written and at the lowest mately the vitality of the Christian 


movement in Asia or Africa through 


possible price, mts 
leaders of spiritual power, Such men 


At the behest of its constituent coun- are available, 

cils, the IMC has undertaken the spon- 

sorship of a series of basic books to, This exchange will help give effect to 

meet this need, They will be written the "two way" nature of missions today, 
by leading Christian scholars of the still too much a "one way" traffic, It 


world, including nationals in Asia, will help bring about greater under- 
Africa and elsewhere, Subject matter standing of the life and thought of the 
will be determined by the actual needs Christian communities among the nations 
of those who will read, An able editor in an exchange of ideas and in the in- 
for the series has been secured in the terplay of Christian experience for 
person of Bishop Stephen Neill of London, mutual enrichment, 

who will be helped by eight advisers from 
aifferent parts of the world appointed 
by the IMC. 


Arrangements are already in process for 
the sending of Canon Charles Raven of 
Britain to Japan.-Cthers are: under 


The first five books to be published in consideration, 


1954 are: (1) The Christians' God by 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/world-mission-newsletter_1954-03 1 2 


VI. A Caribbean Survey and Conference 
For some time past suggestions have been 
made by those who know the Caribbean in- 
timetely, that the problems of that area 
call for a regional conference to be 
held there in the near future. Some of 
the island communities suffer from rela- 
'tive isolation, There is an obvious and 
critical need for the exchange of in- 
formation and wisdom between those work- 
ing in the colonial areas and those in 
independent countries. There is a need 
for the pooling of the experience of the 
_national boards in the USA with the 
wider experience of the foreign boards 
in work overseas, The problem of higher 
academic and theological training needs 
| to be explored, 


When Dr, J. W, Decker visited this 
area in 1951 the proposal was met with 
instant and warm epproval, 


While the timing of such a conference 
cannot be finally determined pending 
wider consultations, sufficient evidence 
is at hand to warrant the conducting of 
a@ preliminary survey looking to that end, 


Mr, E. J. Bingle, IMC Editorial Secre- 
tary, will proceed with an extensive sur- 
vey in the early autumn of 1954, (a) to 
ascertain the essential facts concerning 
the present position of the evangelicals 
and (b) to define the special problems on 
which discussion and action are called 
for. (c) To make recommendations for the 
proposed conference, 


VII. Special Publications 


The world conference at Willingen, 
Germany, 1952 made clearer than ever 

the serious gap between much of the 

best thinking and planning and the daily 
work and thought of missionaries and of 
pastors of younger churches and older 
churches, 


To help meet this situation the IMC is 
issuing a series of booklets - not over 
fifty pages - expounding and opening up 
for "front line" discussion the major 
issues which are being wrestled with in 
ecumenical circles. Those now being 
written for publication are: 


Marriage Customs in Africa 
Missionary Vocation 
Theology and Missions 


proposed are: 


Healing in the Church's Mission 
Missions ana Underdeveloped Areas 
The Bible in the Life of the 
Younger Churches 


In addition a most timely publication will 
evaluate the thinking and experience grow- 
ing out of the Christian experience in 
China, It will be written by Dr, Searle 
Bates of Union Theological Seminary, a 
former missionary to China whose quali- 
fications for the task are unsurpassed, 
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Other special projects begun and reported earlier, for example the Christian 


Home and Family Life Program in East Asia, will be carried to completion, 


Much of 


the time of the staff, in cooperation with hundreds of missionary and church lead- 
ers around the world, is devoted to this special projects program in addition to 
the normal and continuing cooperative tasks of comity, inter-mission services and 


ecumenical action, 


Please address inquiries to: 


Orrin R, Magill 
International Missionary Council 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York 10, New York 
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